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MINUTES OF THE CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 

BOARD OF MASSAGE THERAPY 
 

October 23, 2020 
1.  ROLL CALL 
 
The conference call meeting of the Board of Massage Therapy was called to order by Brian Allison, Chair,  
at 10.33 a.m. in  Conference Room LLC, State Office Building, 301 Centennial Mall South, Lincoln, 
Nebraska.   
In accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 84-1411 of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, copies of the agenda 
were e-mailed to the Board members and other interested parties, posted on the DHHS web site at 
http://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Agendas-and-Minutes.aspx, and posted in the Licensure Unit on 
10.15.2020.   
 
The following members answered roll call: 
Members Present (4):  
Brian Allison, Chair 
Steven Carper, Vice-Chair (entered meeting at 10:34 a.m.) 
Mallory Cartsens, Member  
Michele Helaney, Secretary 
 
Members Absent (0): 
 
Others Present (6): 
Kris Chiles, Program Manager, Licensure Unit 
Anna Harrison, DHHS Compliance Monitor 
Natalee Hart, Assistant Attorney General 
Mark Meyerson, DHHS Investigations 
Suzanne Glover-Ettrich, DHHS Attorney 
Massage Therapy Association member 
 

2.   ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION:  Helaney moved, seconded by Carstens, to adopt the agenda.  A voice vote was taken.  Voting 
aye:  Allison, Carper, Carstens, Helaney (4).  Voting nay: None (0).  Absent:  None (0).  Motion carried.   
 

3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES (8.14.2020) 
 
MOTION:  Helaney moved, seconded by Carstens, to approve the minutes of 8.14.2020.  A voice vote was 
taken. Voting aye: Allison, Carper, Carstens, Helaney (4).  Voting nay:  None (0). Absent: None (0) Abstain: 
(0). Motion carried. 
 

4. REGULATION UPDATE:  172 NAC 81, 82, 83  
 
Chapter 81, 82, 83 were approved by the Board of Health on June 15, 2020; they are currently being 
reviewed by the Attorney General; if approved, they will be forwarded to the Governor’s Office; if approved 
the regulations will be effective 5 days after filing with the Secretary of State. 
 

5. DISCUSSION AND UPDATES: 
 
COVID-19: New Directed Health Measures Since Last Meeting: http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx 
 
Briana from AMTA: 
Massage Therapy Awareness week 
Next week Sunday-Saturday AMTA has events online 
Monday – Sports panel with Husker athletes 
Tues – Student Day, meet up find out about MT 
Thurs – Peer to Peer Day, help massage therapy grow 
Sunday Nov 1 – 70th Anniversary planning for 2021 
 
Platte Institute looking into Universal recognition of licensure 

http://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/Agendas-and-Minutes.aspx
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx
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6. CLOSED SESSION:   
INVESTIGATIVE REPORTS AND OTHER CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION    
  
MOTION:  Carper moved, seconded by Helaney, to enter into closed session at 10:48 a.m. to hear 
discussions of investigative/confidential nature, and for the prevention of needless injury to the reputations of 
the individuals.  Carper repeated the motion purpose.  A roll call vote was taken. Voting aye: Allison, Carper, 
Carstens, Helaney (4).  Voting nay:  None (0). Absent: None (0) Abstain: (0). Motion carried. 
 
10:48 a.m. Public member and Glover-Ettrich exited the conference call 
10.52 a.m. Meyerson exited the conference call 
 

7. OPEN SESSION: 
REVIEW, RECOMMENDATIONS, AND REPORT OUT RELATING TO:   
Applications, Mail Ballot Voting Results, and Reinstatements 
 

Verbal agreement to return to open session at 9:37 a.m.  
No applications, mail ballot voting results or reinstatements at this time 
 

8.   ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for December 4, 2020 and will be set as a conference call. There was no 
further business and Allison declared the meeting of the Board of Massage Therapy adjourned at 10:54 a.m.    
 
_________________________________ 
Submitted by Michele Helaney, Secretary             
Board of Massage Therapy 
 
Minutes drafted by Heidi Weiand, Health Licensing Coordinator 


